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AFRO-ASIAN POLICY 


BY ELIZABETH WEIDEMAN 


Elizabeth Weideman is a consultaative mem- 
ber of the U. S. Section to International 
Executive Committee—WILPF—and referent 
on Asia to the Policy Committee. She is the 
author of many articles, one of which “Ashes 
of Death,” dealing with the first H-Bomb Vic- 
tims, appeared in “The Nation,”’ October 1954. 
Mrs. Weideman has spent several years in 
Japan. 


0..: two thousand years ago, the 
great King Asoka of India promulgated 
a code of ethics which has haa a pro- 
found influence on the generations of 
Indians who succeeded him. This an- 
cient law was the source of Panch Shila, 
the Five Principles, which were embod- 
ied in the conference resolutions for- 
mulated at the historic Bandung Con- 
ference a year ago. The five principles 
are: mutual respect for each other's 
sovereignty, non-aggression, non-inter- 
ference in each other’s internal affairs, 
cooperation for mutual profit, and 
peaceful co-existence. 


The Bandung Declaration was the 
first clear affirmation of the right of the 
twenty-nine participating nations to 
settle their own affairs. Although there 
are those who refuse to recognize this 
declaration as having importance and 
significance for our time. I venture to 
predict that when the history books are 
written it will be acknowledged as a 
memorable advance in man’s long, up- 
ward climb! 


Advances Made — 


Bandung ray be given credit for 
many of the hopeful signs we have ob- 
served during the past year, beginning 
with Chou En Lai’s expressed willing- 
ness to negotiate with the United States 
on “the question of Formosa and other 
Asian problems in general.” After the 
conference, talks began between China 
and the United States, the Summit Con- 
ference was held at Geneva, the Ban- 
dung group insisted that colonial af- 
fairs must be discussed in the United 
Nations General Assembly and sixteen 
nations were admitted to the U.N. 


In spite of this tangible progress, the 
West still maintained a rigid posture of 
reliance on regional security acts and 
emhasis on military aid. SEATO held 
“defense” exercises at the very door of 
the neutralist camp; Mr. Dulles took a 
very unpopular position in India when 
he averred that Goa is a Portuguese 
province; when the Asians, especially the 
Japanese, begged for an end to atomic 
tests in the Pacific islands, the U. S. 
took over 412,000 sq. miles of the Pa- 
cific Ocean for a month’s testing of 
nuclear weapons. Had it not heen fag 
President Eisenhower's genuine display 
of good will at Geneva, the balance for 
the West would be in the debit column 
as far as friendly relations with the 
Afro-Asian countries is concerned, 


One Year Later — 


The Afro-Asian nations will not meet 
this year. They had planned to convene 
in Egypt, but the grave situation in the 
Middle East has necessitated a postpone- 
ment. What are some of the critical 
areas which now concern them? 


Looming large on the horizon is im- 
plementation of the Geneva Agreement 
on Indo-China. President Diem declares 
that he has no intention of abiding by 
tle terms of the agreement, since he 
was not a signatory to it, and has held 
elections in South Vietnam with the 
evident intention of ignoring the coun- 
try-wide elections specified by Geneva. 
India, as chairman of the three neutral 
nations supervisory team, will report his 
intransigency to the chairmen of 
Geneva, Eden and Molotov. In July. 
when the global spotlight is focused on 
Indo-China, it will reveal that Ngo Dinh 
Diem has been supported and encour- 
aged by the United States. 


This is election year in Korea also, 
that tragic land ravished by war and 
division. Octogenarian Syngman Rhee 
has “allowed himself to be persuaded to 
run again” for the presidency. Filled 
with implacable hatred and desire for 
vengeance not only toward North Korea 
but toward Japan also, his continued 
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dictatorship holds no hope of improve- 
ment for his unhappy country. 


What of Japan? The president of 
Tokyo University warns his students 
that their countrymen are turning again 
to militaristic ways; and the students, a 
group of vital importance in any coun- 
try, view their own shaky economy and 
glance wistfully toward China’s rapid 
technical development. 


India, Burma, Indonesia, Ceylon, 
Cambodia, and Laos hope to solve their 
serious economic and social problems 
democratically, but desperately need 
trade and grants-in-aid. 


At the root of most of our unpopular- 
ity in Asia is our stand on Formosa. It 
provides a rallying point for Chinese 
distrust of the United States and for the 
activity of pressure groups which pre- 
vents our country from agreeing to ad- 
mit the People’s Republic to the United 
Nations. The Chinese people cannot feel 
secure until the threat of Chiang Kai 
Shek, bolstered by the Seventh Fleet and 
United States Aid, is removed. 


If mutual respect for each other’s 
sovereignty, non-aggression, non-inter- 
ference in each other’s internal affairs, 
co-operation, and peaceful co-existence 
were applied to these situations, surely 
tension would be relieved and the seeds 
of good will begin to grow. At the very 
least, nothing would be lost—except an 
out-moded Western policy! 


MILITARIZATION: 

“In this time of decisions so 
heavy with fate what we must say 
to our fellow-citizens seems above 
_ all to be this: where belief in the — 
omnipotence of physical force gets — 
Lag upper hand in politica life this, 
~ force takes on a life of its own, - 
and proves str 
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who think to use force as a todl.”* 
—Albert Einstein. A 


INTRODUCING THE NOMINEES FOR NATIONAL BOARD 


NAMES AND BIOGRAPHIES FOR NATIONAL BOARD BALLOT 


BALLIN, CAROLINE (Mrs. Richard), Flushing, L. I., N. Y. 
Active in Boy Scouts movement, N.A.A.C.P., Long Island Art League, 

Executive Board of Queens AAUN. In WILPF: charter member Flush- 

ing Branch, now chairman, co-chairman of Steering Committee New 

York State. 

BEARDSLEY, HELEN M. (Mrs. John), Los Angeles, Calif. 

Member if So. Calif. A.C.L.U. Exec. Com. 1934-53; active member 
Cong. Church Social Action Com, and F.O.R. In WILPF: active in 
Califernia since 1919; long time Nat'l Board member; Nat'l Vice-Presi- 
dent 1952-1955; attended tnternational Congresses 1921, 1924, 1949; at 
present chairman Los Angeles Branch Legislative Committee. 
BOSTICK, ALICE J. (Mrs. William F.), Inkster, Michigan. 

Graduate Univ. Chicago; husband Baptist Minister, Vice-Pres. of 
Detroit Educations Council. In WILPF: Pres. Detroit Branch, 1953-54, 
now, membership chairman. 

BURROUGHS, ELIZABETH (Mrs. Darwin), Laingsburg, Michigan. - 

Smith College ’26 B.A., M.A. Mich. Univ., script writing, radio and 
TV Lg. Women Voters. In WILPF: co-founder Ingham Co, Branch, Tea 
Packet Project (40th Ann.), member Mich. Board. 

BUZBY, ETHEL M., Merion, Pa. a 

B.A., Univ. Mich., M.A. U. of Penna., past pres. Ass. Soc. Studies 
Teacher of Phila. In WILPF: pres. Mainline Br. Pa. 1954-55, in charge 
of India goods, Pa. Br. 1955-56; visited WILPF branches in Helsinki 
and Copenhagen. 

CAMERON, DR. MARY BESS (Mrs. Kenneth), New York City. 

Prof. Sociology Finch College, N. Y.; formerly Instructor Sociology 
Indiana Univ., Ph.D. 1953. In WILPF: member since 1945; formerly 
Legis]. Chm. Bloomington, Metropolitan N. Y.; co-chairman New York 
State Steering Com.; member of Nat'l Board since 1954; Program chair- 
man Annual Meeting 1956. 

COLBY. RUTH GAGE (Mrs. Woodward), St. Paul, Minn., and New 

York City. 

Acer. State Dept. UN Conf., San Francisco, Paris; 1949 delegate 
Internat’! Conf. Child Welfare, Stockholm; Egypt to help Arab refugee 
children: Amer. College for Girls, Cairo; Europe and India, 1950, °51, 
°5z: foreign correspondent, now publisher and editor World Community 
Reporter. In WILPF: member of Nat'l Board since 1933; Copenhagen 
Inter. Congress 1949; speaking trips to West; Referent on Middle East. 
DOCKHORN, MARIAN (Mrs. Wayne), Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

A.B. Oberlin College, M.A. Columbia Univ. 1939; Social Settlement 
House YWCA, Board YWCA Bucks Co., 1954-55. In WILPF: Bucks 
Co. Br. membership 1954-55; Lit. Ch’m 55-56; Penna. State President 
1954-56. 

DUNGAN .ETHEL (Mrs. E. A.), Downers Grove, Il. 

Born in England, mother of four children; active in P.T.A. for 
many years; Past Pres. Co-op Credit Union; now chm. Local Co-op Bd.; 
Am. Friends Service Com. Midwest Regional Exec. Bd. In WILPF: 
met Jane Addams 1918; member and treasurer Chicago Branch since 
1938: member of Nat'l Bd. since 1955. 

ELFENBEIN. ELSIE (Mrs. Hiram), Hugenot, Orange Co., New York. 

Former Member Nat’l Council of Jewish Women 1938-46; Executive 
Nat'l C. Jewish Women 1939-40; Nat'l Chm. Legislation same, 1941-44: 
Executive Director NCJW 1946-1955; Post War World Council. In 
WILPF: Former chm. New Jersey Br.; former member Nat'l Bd.; 
Executive Committee; Nat'l Vice-Pres.; former Nat'l Adm. Secretary. 
FRANKEL, ESTHER 8. (Mrs.), Paterson, N. J. 

Lawyer; Com. member Section on Internat’] and Comparative Law, 
Am. Bar Assn., 1952-; Member of Committees on Juvenile Delinquency, 
Status of Women, Family Life, Nat'l Ass. of Women Lawyers, to date: 
Rec, Sec. and chm. of Legal Com. League for Emotionally Disturbed 
Children, North. N. J. In WILPF: Paterson Local Branch Pres., 1952-54; 
N. J. State President 1952-1956. 

FREEMAN, LAURETTA (Mrs.), Montelair. N. J. 

B.A. Hunter College, M.A. Teachers College, Columbia Univ.; 
Vice-Chm. Housing Com. Montclair League of Women Voters 1953-; 
Secretary L.O.W.V. Clifton, 1952; 1943-48. Teacher N. Y. C. Public 
Schools. In WILPF: N. J. State Publicity Chm., 1954 to date; Paterson 
Local Br. Chm., 1954 to date. 

GRAHAM, JO (Mrs. Chester A.), Madison, Wis. 

Teacher, social worker; mother 3 small children; Member Society 
of Friends: active in PTA. In WILPF: Organizer, chm. Jamestown, 
N. D.. Branch 1951-53; member Nat'l Bd. since 1954; chm. Resolutions 
Com.: now chm. Madison branch. 

HARPER, JEAN S. (Mrs. Francis), Mt. Holly, N. J. 

A.B. Vassar, M.S.A. Cornell; Teacher. In WILPF: 25 years, Pa. 
State Board many years; co-chm. Peace Toy Com.; Member Nat'l Bd. 
aince 1952; member of Nat'l Exec. Com.; 1953-55 Record. Secret'y: now 
Correspond. Secret’y. In local branch Program Com. 

HOLLAND. JANICE (Miss). Washington, D. C. 

1930-33, 1937-38. Corcoran and Pratt Art Schools; author and illus. 
of children’s books; secretary of Federal Union 1952-56. In WILPF: 
since 1954. 

HUGHES, AMY B. (Mrs. Ralph), Moorestown, N. J. 

Former teacher. In WILPF: since 1929; formerly treasurer Altoona. 

Pa.. 1929-1951, then chm. of branch: since 1953 treasurer Burling- 
ton Co. Br. 

HUTCHINSON. DOROTHY (Mrs. R. C.). Jenkintown. Pa. 

B.M.. M.A... Ph.D. Yale University. Journey of Friendship around 
the world 1954; member Society of Friends; lecturer. In WILPF: active 
in local br.: chm. Nat'l Lit. Com.: member Com. World Development 
& World Disarmament; member of Nat'l Board and Exec. Com. 
KIRSCHBAUM. DOROTHY (Mrs. Herbert). Columbus, Ohio. 

Graduate Wellesleyan Colleze, Macon, Ga., 1944; Y "Teen Secretary, 
YWCA 1944-45; Pittsburgh Public Housing Authority 1945-46. In 
WILPF: chm. Columbus branch 1955-56. 

LANGILL, ADELLA M., St. Petersburg, Fla. 

A.B., Oberlin College; experience with church and religious or- 
ganizations; staff YWCA. WCTU (1939-53); staff. Am. Friends 
Serv. Comm. to 1956; now editor Peace News. In WILPF: chm. Re- 
a Contacts Com.; member Lit. Comm., 40th Anniv.; fieldwork in 
Florida. 


McNEILL, BERTHA C,. (Miss), Washington, D. C. 

One of organizers of Nat. Ass. College Women and Interchurch 
Fellowship, Washington, D. C. In WILPF: Chm. Nat. Minorities Com.; 
Sect’y Nat’] Bd.; chairman Special Branch Problems Co.; Nat’l Vice- 
President; Member Nat’] Bd. and Executive Com.; Delegate to Inter. 
Congresses, 1937, 1946, 1949, 1953; Chm. Washington, D. C., Branch. 


MEYERS, EDNA (Mrs. Sidney), New York City. 

A.B., 1929, Columbia Univ.; high school teacher; feature writer 
N. Y. Post; public relations; national fund-1aising; educational or- 
ganizations: Haddassah; Joint Distr. Com. P.T.A. In WILPF: Pub- 
licity Metrop. N. Y. Br.; Natl Public Relations, 40th Anniv. Com.; 
Member of Nat'l Bd. and Exec. Com. 


MOOS, STELLA W. (Mrs. Joseph). Melrose Park, Pa. 

Social Worker; Trustee Oak Lane Country Day School; Vice-Pres. 
Community Health Center 1933-1952. In WILPF: Penna. Board since 
1926; co-chm. Pa. Finance Com. 1928-; Secty. Nat’l Bd. 1941-1951; 
Pa. State Pres. 1952-1954; Natl Vice President 1954; member of Nat'l 
Bd. and Exec. Com. 


MOSELEY, MARGARET (Mrs. Emerson F.), Roxbury, Mass. 
President Community Church of Boston, 1954-1956; Board of Civil 
Liberties Union of Mass., 1954-1955; worked actively in Consumers’ 
Coop. Movement 1939-1947. In WILPF: Vice-Pres. Mass. Branch 
1953-56; Board of Directors 1949-52; Pres. Boston Br. 1952-55. 


MURPHY, BLANCHE (Mrs. J. P.), Springfield, III. 

Home Service Staff Amer. Red Cross 1948-52; Public Relations for 
United Church Women of III, 1953-56; National Board Member Amer. 
Council for Better Broadcasts 1955-56. In WILPF: Chm. of branch 
for 1956-57. 


OSTRANDER, WILMA (Mrs.), San Francisco, Calif. 

Chm. Unit 8. F. League of Women Voters, 1955-56; Member Public 
Affairs Com. S. F. YWCA, 1953-56; Delegate Conference Group AAUN, 
1953-56; Member of Board of N. B. YWCA, 1944-50. In WILPF: Legis. 
Chm. Michigan Rr. 1949-52; Pres. San Francisco Br. 1953-56: Sec’y 
Calif. Br. 1953-56. 


ROBINSON, DOROTHY M. (Mis. Orris G.), Washington, D. C. 

Wife of Methodist Minister. In WILPF: President U. S. Sect. 
1941-46; Nat’l Treasurer; former member of Internat’l Exec. Com.; 
Member Nat'l Policy Com.; co-chm. Committee of Inter. Work; Dele- 
gate to Inter. Congresses Luxembourg, Copenhagen, Paris; Member of 
Nat'l Bd. and Exec. Com. 


SCHEFFEY, ANNA (Mrs, Lewis C.), Merion, Pa. 

B.A., Wellesley 1920; Exee. Com. Carl Schurz Memorial Founda- 
tion, Phila.; Hospital Board, Jefferson Hospital. In WILPF: member 
since 1932; served on Pa. Board many years; member of Nat’l Lit. 
Com.; branch chairman; Program chm. local and state br. 


SHAMLEFFER, DORIS (Miss), Baltimore, Md. 

A.B., Goucher College 1941; Personnel Examiner Maryland State 
Employment Co.; Baltimore Peace Center; CARE. In WILPF: Chm. 
Legis. Com. Maryland State Br.; Referent on C.0.’s: chm. Personnel 
Com.; member of Study Com.; member of Nat’l Bd. and Exec. Com. 


SIBLEY, MARJORIE H. (Mrs. Mulford), St. Paul, Minn. 

A.B., 1942; M.A. 1943, Sociology, Univ. of Il. In WILPF: 1952-53 
St. Paul Br. chm.; 1953-55 Minnesota Br. Pres.; 1955-56 Minn. State 
WDWD chm.; Member of National Board since 1953. 


SLATER, BONNIE (Mrs. George), Columbus, Ohio. 

Graduate School of Commerce, Univ. of Ilinois 1935: Pres. Credit 
Union of NAACP 1955-58. In WILPF: Co-found. Columbus Branch; 
chm. 1953-54; President Ohio State Branch 1954-; member of National 
Joard. 


TEELE, MARTA (Mrs. Trevor), Ithaca, N. Y. 

Organized and directed Ithaca Pacifist Fellowship; founder Inter- 
national Friendship Center there; developed and shares a program 
“Building for Peace Beginning in the Home.” In WILPF: member 
Ithaca Br.; chm. Nat'l Education Com. 1951-52: Jane Addams Children’s 
Book Award since 1953: on Nat'l Board since 1950. 


TITUS, BETH (Mrs. Harold), Traverse City, Mich. 

Former hospital dietitian; pacifist through both World Wars. In 
WILPF: organized and president Traverse City group; vice-pres. Mich- 
igan State Br.; member of Nat'l Board. 


WALSER, GLADYS D. (Mrs. Theodore), New York City. 

In Japan Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church 1916-42; 
Race Relations ACLU; Com. on Women in World Affairs. In WILPF: 
10 years Acc. Observer to UN for U. S. Section; now International 
Consultant; delegate Luxembourg, Copenhagen, Paris Congress; member 
Nat’! Board and Exec. Com. 


WOODRUFF, ALICE M. (Mrs. C. Eugene), Northville, Mich. 

Research Assistant Vanderbilt Medical School 1927-30. In WILPF: 
Pres. Nashville WILPF 1932-34; Pres. Northville Br. 1936-38, 42-49; 
Chm. Organization Extension Com. 1949; Chm. Personnel and Evalua- 
tion Com. 1952-54; President Michigan State Br. 1938-40, 1954-56; 
Acting Co-Chm. Nominating Com 1955-56; Natl Bd. and Exec. Com. 
WUBNIG, SYLVIA (Mrs. Arthur), Silver Springs, Md. 

Officer in D. C. and Maryland Civic Association; delegate from 
local to central group in Washington and Silver Springs; active for 
several years in P.T.A. In WILPF: Pres. Washington, D. C., Br. 1952-54; 
appointed member Nat’! Board 1954-55; Legis. chm., D. C., Br. 

YOST, MARTA (Mrs. Henry T.) 

Graduate Baltimore Teachers College; Teacher in Baltimore schools; 
active in church work (Lutheran) ; Council of Churches in Baltimore. 
In WILPF: six years; secretary of Baltimore Br. four years; Vice-Pres. 
Baltimore Br. 1955; chm. Human Rights Com. 

ZIMMERMAN, GENELLE (Mrs. Robert B.), Springfield, Il. 

Teacher, Springfield, 1949-56; Elem. Principal 1946-49; Vice-Pres. 
B. & Profess. Women Clubs 1954-56. In WILPF: Chm. Human Rights 
Com. local br. 1954-55; Branch Chm. 1955-56; co-chm. Leadership 
Training, Annual Meeting 1955; Member Nat’l Board 1955-56. 
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PROGRAM... 


NATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 


Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 


Thursday, June 14 to Monday, June 18, 1956 


OBERLIN COLLEGE — OBERLIN, OHIO 


THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 1956 


8:30 A. M.-10:30 A.M. Registration ($2.00) and Room Assignments 

11:00 A. M.-12:30 P.M. Welcome and President’s Report 

2:00 P. M.- 3:30 P.M. Outlook for WILPF in 1956-57—Mildred Scott 
Olmsted 

4:00 P. M.- 5:30 P.M. A. What makes a “good” Branch? 


B. A Jane Addams Member Session 


7:00 P. M.- 8:00 P.M. Films 


8:30 P. M.-10:00 P.M. Non-Violent Methods—Panel Discussion 


FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 1956 


8:30 A. M.-10:30 A. M. Business Session 
11:00 A. M.-12:30 P.M. Planning a Branch meeting 
2:00 P.M. POLLS CLOSE 
2:00 P. M.- 3:30 P.M. Business Session 
4:00 P. M.- 5:30 P.M. Conferences: 
a. State leaders 
b. Branch officers 
ce. J. A. Branch 
d. (Newseditors) 


e. Public relations 


7:00 P. M.- 8:00 P.M. Films 


8:30 P. M.-10:00 P.M. Current Issues—Legislation and UN— 
Annalee Stewart and Caroline Malin 


SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 1956 


8:30 A. M.-10:30 A.M. Business Session 
11:00 1.-12:30 P.M. Branch action 
Committees: 
Legislative 
United Nations 
2:00 P. M.- 3:30 P.M. Business Session 
Announcement of Election Results 


4:00 P. M.- 5:30 P.M. Branch Committees: 
Human Rights 
World Development and World Disarmament 


7:00 P. M.- 8:30 P.M. Business Session 


9:00 P. M. Issues in the Int'l Picture—Gladys Walser 


SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 1956 
9:00 A. M.- 9:30 A.M. Worship Services 
10:00 A. M.-12:30 P.M. Membership 
2:00 P. M.- 3:30 P.M. Business Session 


4:00 P. M.- 5:30 P.M. <A. Branch Finances 
Ways and Means for branches 
B. Jane Addams Members 
Individual Members’ contributions 


7:00 P. M. Film 
Board Meeting (new) 


MONDAY, JUNE 18, 1956 
8:30 A. M.-10:30 A.M. Business Session 
11:00 A. M.-12:30 P.M. Building Community Relations 
2:00 P. M.- 3:30 P.M. Board (new) 


RESERVATIONS FOR ROOMS AND MEALS ($35.00 TOTAL) SHOULD BE MADE BY JUNE 8, 1956, TO THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE, 2006 WALNUT STREET. PHILADELPHIA 3. PA. 


not later than Monday, June 4, 1956. 


RESOLUTIONS to be adopted by the Annual Meeting should be prepared in advance and submitted to the 
Policy Committee. Please send them in either to the Administrative Office, 2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa., 
or directly to the Chairman of the Policy Committee, Emily Parker Simon, 328 N. Charles Street, Baltimore 1, Md., 


OHIO STATE WELCOMES 
ALL WILPF MEMBERS 
TO OBERLIN COLLEGE 


Ohio State invites all WILPF members and friends to come 
to Oberlin College on June 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18th of this 
year to be with us at the Annual Meeting of our organization! 


It is imperative that you come to help make WILPF 
policy. Take time off from your other activities and join with 


us in shaping our principles and policies this year, meet 


friends and co-workers and discuss branch and members’ prob- 
lems and help solve some. 


Omerlin College, traditional home of freedom, offers 
everything and other campus has given us in purevious years 
and more and better facilities. Delegates will be housed in the 
new Dascom Hall and meeting rooms and dining facilities 


will be ample. 


Ohio State-—for the first time since its organization your 
happy hostess—welcomes you sincerely. Election year is 
Political Action Year Plus! Come to the Annual Meeting and 


learn how to put peace into politics. 


Bonnie Slater, President Ohio State Branch 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom: National 
Literature Department, 2006 Walnut Street, Phila. 
3, Pa. Entered as second class matter May 12, 
1942, at the post office, Phila., Pa., under the Act 
of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except Aug. and 
Sept. Subscr. $1.00—Single, 10c. National Legisla- 
lative Office, 214 2nd St., N. E., Washington, D.C. 

Editor, Josephine Lipton 


Associate Editors 
Lucelia Daldy Beatrice Solomon 


Principles and Policies — 
Are They Yours? 


Emily Parker Simon 
Chairman, National Policy Committee 


It was agreed that our Principles and 
Policies should be reviewed and, if 
necessary, revised once every two years. 
This is the year. The final bringing for- 
ward for Annual Meeting consideration 
is the responsibility of the Policy Com- 
mittee. The thought and the decision of 
what these policies shall be is the con- 
cern of every individual member and 
branch. 

If our resolutions, statements and 
communications, our literature, our ed- 
ucational and political action at the 
U.N. or in Washington, or any of our 
undertakings are to be determined and 
measured by our policies, it behooves us 
all to give thoughtful consideration to 
the formulation of them. It is impera- 
tive that our policies should be not only 
understood and supported but that they 
should in fact be the expression of the 
belief, the emphasis and the commit- 
ment of the total membership. The 
question to individual members and 
branches should be “what share have 
you or your branch had in formulating 
the principles and policies?” rather than 
simply “have you read or studied the 
principles and policies?” 

It is true that not all members are 
equally concerned or in complete agree- 
ment. Of course the Policies should rep- 
resent the highest and not the least that 
we can corporately support. The Policy 
Committee is charged with piecing to- 
gether, from the membership’s thought- 
ful consideration, those policies basic to 
peace and freedom; to phrase them 
succinctly and decisively so that no 
question will go unanswered concern- 
ing their meaning or implications. How 
much they are actually the corporate 
expression of our entire League rests 
with the Branches and their member- 
ship! 

Read carefully the current Principles 
and Policies. The following questions 
might help to direct your considera- 
tions: 

1. Do the Policies as stated represent 

the position of the membership? 

2. What is omitted and what is not 
relevant? 

3. Should we try to be more explicit 
with such terms as_ international 
police force? total, universal, con- 
trolled. enforceable disarmament? 

4. Do you think they should suggest 
any steps toward disarmament that 
we might urge the U. S. to take 
unilaterally? If so what? 

5. Could our policies more effectively 
indicate our position and implied 
action on such threats to the peace 
as a divided Korea or Germany, or 
Indo-China? Or the Middle East 


or Formosa? 


By ANNALEE STEWART, Legislative Secretary 


The nature of the legislative process 

The nature of the legislative process 
is such that Congress usually takes two 
or three months before passing much 
of the Administrative program. These 
first few months are given to committee 
hearings on “must” legislation and short 
floor debate on less controversial issues. 
Despite the time consumed on the nat- 
ural gas and farm bills, by April 11, 
1956. the 84th Congress, Second Session 
had passed more than 195 bills. 


H.R. 5550 

One of the bills of major concern to 
the WILPF which is still in committee 
is H.R. 5550, providing for member- 
ship of the United States in the pro- 
posed Organization for Trade Coopera- 
tion (OTC). This bill, amended and 
approved by the House Ways and 
Means Committee, March 26, 1956, 
makes clear that the authority of the 
President granted by Section 350 of the 
Tariff Act would not be altered, nor 
would it repeal or modify any existing 
legislation or commit this country to 
enact any specific legislation. It also 
provides that OTC functions would be 
limited to administration of the GATT 
(General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade) and to facilitating inter-govern- 
mental cooperation solely in the field of 
trade. It further stipulates that the OTC 
will not be an inter-governmental or- 
ganization with wide international 
responsibilities in the economic field as 
referred to in the U.N. Charter, Article 
57, and that the OTC should not be 
brought into a specialized-agency rela- 
tionship with the U.N. under the per- 
missive language of Article 11(b) of 
ihe OTC agreement. Finally, it provides 
that the U. S. would not consent to 
amendment of the OTC agreement un- 
less authorized by Congress. Write your 
Senators to support H.R. 5550. 


H.R. 10082—The Mutual Security 
Act of 1956 (Foreign Aid) 

H.R. 10082, if approved, will author- 
ize the expenditure of approximately 
$800,000,000 plus for non-military for- 
eign aid. This is to be distributed as 
follows: $170 million for development 
assistance; $157.5 million for technical 
assistance, the U.N. Expanded Program 
of Technical Assistance, and the tech- 
nical cooperation programs of the Or- 
ganization of American States; and the 
remainder for other programs, including 
migrants. refugees, escapees, child wel- 


6. How many priorities do you think 
we should have and how should 
they be determined? 

7. How would you improve the 
form? 

8. Anything else? 

Discuss this with your Branch if you 
have opportunity or with as many mem- 
bers as possible. Or simply send the 
results of your own best judgment after 
thoughtful consideration (not later than 
June first, please) to Emily Parker 
Simon. 328 North Charles St., Balti- 
more 1, Maryland. 

Copies of Principles and Policies may 
be ordered from the National Literature 
Department. 


fare (UNICEF), ocean freight, and the 
special fund of the President. Another 
$100 million is allowed for the Middle 
East and Africa. At present United 
States officials can promise aid for one 
year only. Under the terms of the pro- 
posed act $100 million may be spent on 
longer-term foreign non-military aid 
and this would allow commitments up 
to ten years to assist the less-developed 
countries in important long-term devel- 
opment projects. 

This Act will include the Organiza- 
tions for European Economic Coopera- 
tion as well as NATO. As much as $5.95 
million is authorized for research reac- 
tor projects of foreign governments 
cooperating with the United States to 
further peaceful uses of atomic energy. 
A total of $4.705,300,000 is allotted to 
military assistance and defense support. 
When you write your Representatives 
and Senators, urge them to support the 
sums requested for non-military foreign 
aid. 

Civil Rights Bills 

In order to get the Civil Rights bills 
through the Senate, it will be necessary 
to have 64 votes (all the Northern Dem- 
ocrats and 41 Republicans) to bring the 
bills to the Senate Floor and to invoke 
cloture in order to vote. Wriie your 
Senators asking their support for a hear- 
ing and for a record vote. 


Literature Corner 

ADDENDUM No. I TO THE BACK- 
GROUND PAPER DISARMA- 
MENT: A review of proposals submit- 
ted at the Disarmament Sessions in Lon- 
don, to April 6, 1956. 

This is a report of the proposals of 
the participating Powers with explana- 
tory comments by Gladys Walser which 
brings progress on disarmament talks 
up-to-date. For those who would be 
well-informed on this vital question the 
Addendum | is essential. 15c each. (An 
Addendum II is now in preparation; 
advance orders may be given.) 

New Literature to Watch For— 

1. A 1957 WILPF Peace Diary Cal- 
endar which the branches may use as 
Christmas and New Year gifts. 

2. A new promotional piece giving 
background, program, sponsors, etc., of 
the WILPF. This will be colorful and 
attractive—suitable for many purposes. 

3. A WILPF and Human Rights 
Series. Pamphlet No. 1 will concern in- 
ternal security; pamphlet No. 2 will con- 
cern segregation. 

4. Putting Peace into Politics—this 
pamphlet will tell members and branch- 
es how they might be most effective 
politically in this election year. 

These will all be on display at the 
Annual Meeting. Watch for them there 
and watch this column for announce- 
ments of availability through mail 
orders. 

PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 

There are still copies of the Princi- 
ples and Policies available for those 
branches preparing for the Annual 
Meeting discussions. 2/5c; 50/$1.25. 

Order from the National Literature 
Department, 2006 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 


| 


